
 

75th Annual General Meeting 
MINUTES 

 
  

 
VENUE Zoom 
DATE Friday, 3 July 2020 
TIME  12.45 pm to 1.40 pm (AEST) 

 

In attendance 

Executive members 

• Professor Nick James (Chair), Bond University 
• Professor Natalie Skead (Deputy Chair), University of Western Australia 
• Professor Stephen Bottomley(Immediate Past Chairperson), Australian National University  
• Emeritus Professor David Barker, AM (General Secretary), AustLII/UTS  
• Professor Alison Gerard (General Treasurer), University of Canberra 
• Dr Johnathan Barrett (Editor – JALTA), Victoria University of Wellington  
• Professor John Hopkins (NZ Chair), Canterbury University 
• Associate Professor Matthew Berkahn (NZ Secretary), Massey University  
• Professor Jennifer Corrin (Executive Member), University of Queensland 
• Professor Alberto Costi (Executive Member), Victoria University of Wellington 
• Professor Melissa Castan (Executive Member), Monash University 
• Professor William MacNeil (Executive Member), Southern Cross University 
• Associate Professor Jennifer Nielsen, Southern Cross University 
• Professor Alex Steel, University of New South Wales 
 

General members 
May Fong Cheong, Australian Catholic University 
Dr Loganathan Krishnan, Monash University 
Professor Robin Woellner, UNSW 
Associate Professor Alex Sims, University of Auckland 
 
Apologies  
Associate Professor Kate Galloway, Griffith University (Editor – LER) 
Professor Jennifer McKay, University of South Australia 
Associate Professor Vivien Holmes, The Australian National University 

1. Welcome 
Nick James opened the 75th ALAA AGM at 12.45pm and welcomed all attendees.  
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MOTION: That in view of the extraordinary circumstances of the COVID-19 virus, the Association 
conduct this 75th Annual General Meeting by the alternative method of video conference. Moved by 
Robin Woellner, seconded by David Barker. The motion was passed. 

2. Attendance and Apologies  
Attendance and apologies shown above were noted. 

3. Minutes of previous meeting 
An amendment was made to the 2019 AGM Minutes: The General members in attendance were not 
listed. David Barker will amend the minutes accordingly.  

MOTION: That subject to this amendment, the minutes from the 74th ALAA AGM held on 5 July 2019 
at the School of Law and Justice at Southern Cross University, Coolangatta, QLD be approved by all 
members present. Moved by Robin Woellner, seconded by Stephen Bottomley. The motion was 
passed. 

4. 2019-2020 President’s Report 
The President of the Association is the Dean of the Law School that hosts the Conference. As the 
2020 Conference was cancelled, there was no report from the 2019-2020 Presidents, Professor 
Simon Bronitt, University of Sydney and Professor Lesley Hitchens, UTS. Both Professors Bronitt and 
Hitchens have agreed to host the 2020-2021 conference and will remain as the Presidents of the 
Association in 2020-2021. 

5. Chairpersons report – Nick James 
Nick James reported that he was delighted and proud to have been the Chair for the last twelve 
months. In the past year ALAA has continued and to a significant extent finalised the relaunch and 
rebuild of the Association. 

• There was the change of name from ALTA to ALAA as a reflection of its renewed focus upon 
representing all academics in Australasia (Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific).  

• There have been changes to the membership structure. In the past it was up to Law Schools to 
join the Association, and every academic within the Law School became a member. ALAA has 
moved to individual membership being free of charge, and an institutional membership category 
for law schools with an annual membership fee of $2,000. The initial membership target was 500 
individual members and 20 institutional members. NJ was pleased to report there are now just 
over 550 individual members and 19 institutional members.  

• The website has been rebuilt providing information about the Association and a wide range of 
resources.  

• ALAA now has a significant social media presence; we have a successful Facebook page, Twitter 
feed and LinkedIn page. Melissa Castan was thanked for her work. 

NJ reported that his focus was on the rebuilding of the Association, and now that the rebuild is 
largely completed, he is happy to step aside as Chair and handover to a new leader. As outgoing 
Chair, he believes ALAA needs to step up as the voice for Australasian academics. There are many 
public issues at the moment where Australasian academics need to be represented and have their 
voices heard, such as the response to COVID-19; the transition by many academics to remote 
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teaching; the impact of the crisis upon early career academics especially casual academics; the 
impact of the Black lives matter movement and racial discrimination; and the issue of sexual 
harassment and abuse in the legal profession. These and many other issues are the sorts of debates 
and conversations in which Australasian academics need to have their voices heard. The Association 
is now extremely well placed to serve as that voice.  

NJ hoped that Deputy Chair Natalie Skead’s nomination as the new Chair would be successful and 
that she has his unqualified support in assuming the role of Chair and leading ALAA into the future. 

Robin Woellner congratulated NJ and the Executive on their achievements in successfully 
relaunching the Association. 

6. Treasurer’s report – Alison Gerard 
AG has been the Treasurer for twelve months. She has also been recently appointed as the new 
Head of the Law School at University of Canberra, and was congratulated on her appointment. AG 
acknowledged the Administrative Officer at Charles Sturt University, Christy Larson, for her help with 
the ALAA accounts. 

AG reported on the profit/loss for this year and the balance sheet (see attached). It was noted that 
the opening balance was $160,000 and the healthy closing balance was $185,000.  

With 19 Institutional memberships we received a significant amount of membership fees. ALAA also 
received the profits of two previous conferences (the 2017 Uni SA conference and the 2018 Curtin 
Conference). Not reflected in the financial report was the revenue from the 2019 SCU conference. 
This was expected to be approximately $3000 and will be chased up and reported as income for the 
next financial year.  

The Association made a surplus of $25,000 which was invested in a termed deposit due to expire in 
May next year. Set aside was $10,000 for Legal Education Review and $10,000 for the JALAA.  

After tabling the draft budget, AG proposed a 50% reduction in the institutional membership fee for 
2020-2021 to $1,000 Schools. She reported that the Executive had debated whether the institutional 
fee be reduced from $2,000 to $1,500 or $1,000. Given the challengers this year and the fact that 
many Law Schools are facing financial constraints it was decided that the usual annual fee be 
reduced to $1,000. AG noted that the Association is in a position where it can afford the reduction, 
and the reduction may in fact attract new members.  

NJ confirmed that the Legal Education Review payment will only be $10,000 next year. 

MOTION: That the 2020-2021 individual membership fee remain at zero and the institutional 
membership fee be reduced to $1,000. Moved by Melissa Castan, seconded by David Barker. Motion 
passed.  

MOTION: That AG’s report be accepted subject to the following amendments:  

- Membership revenue will as an abundance of caution by budgeted as 20 at $1,000, but we hope 
to get more than 20 institutional members given the reduced fee. 

- Expected expenditure on the LER remains at $10,000, and the expected expenditure on JALAA 
be $3750. 

Moved by Robin Woellner, seconded by Stephen Bottomley. Motion passed. 
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7. New Zealand Executive report – John Hopkins 
The New Zealand Executive met regularly during the year. They now have a new administrator, 
Sophie Goosens. Their current focus is on increasing individual memberships; unlike in Australia, in 
New Zealand they don’t have many individual memberships. ALAA NZ will follow up on Institutional 
memberships in all the Law Schools. They are also developing an ALAA NZ website which will be 
launched shortly, and planning a regular ALAA event for NZ members.  

The NZ finances are robust, and they provided support for JALAA on a one-off basis.  

MOTION: That JH’s report be accepted. Moved by Jonathan Barrett, seconded by Bill MacNeil. 
Motion passed. 

8. Editor’s reports 
 a. Legal Education Review – Natalie Skead 

NS provided a brief update on the Legal Education Review in the absence of Kate Galloway. NS 
reported that the move to the online platform Scholastica has been very successful. It has made the 
editorial process much simpler, and a lot more streamlined for everyone on the editorial committee. 
Volume 29 (2019) was very successful. There were nine published articles covering a range of issues. 
There has been one article published in the 2020 online volume. There has been some slowing down 
as a result of COVID-19. 

NS thanked KG for her leadership of the Legal Education Review. NJ noted that the successful 
modernisation of the Association has been mirrored by the very successful modernisation of the 
Legal Education Review with transition to an online platform and rolling publication.  

 b. Journal of ALAA – Jonathan Barrett 

JB assumed the role of Editor in Chief of the Journal of ALAA after the AGM in 2019. The new board 
consists of JB, Sean Goltz and Jackie Mapulanga-Hulston. They managed to publish eight articles. NJ 
offered congratulations to JB and the team. JALTA has been re-launched as JALAA successfully, 
despite having the move quickly after the conference last year.  

MOTION: That both reports by the Journal editors be accepted. Moved by Bill MacNeil, seconded by 
Loganathan Krishnan. Motion passed. 

9. Election of Office Bearers – David Barker 
DB reported that all nominations were received correctly; and there were no positions with multiple 
nominees.  

NJ announced and confirmed the election of former Deputy Chairperson Natalie Skead as 
Chairperson. There were no other nominations for the position. 

NS announced and confirmed the election of the other ALAA Office Bearers: 

• Kate Galloway, Deputy Chairperson 
• Nick James, Immed. Past Chairperson 
• David Barker, General Secretary 
• Alison Gerard, General Treasurer 
• Kate Galloway, Editor in Chief – LER 
• Jonathan Barrett, Editor in Chief – JALAA 
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• W John Hopkins, NZ Chairperson 
• Matt Berkahn, NZ Secretary 
• Toni Collins, NZ Treasurer 
• Jennifer Corrin, Exec member 
• Stephen Bottomley, Exec member 
• Alex Steele, Exec member 
• Bill MacNeil, Exec member 
• Alberto Costi, Exec member 
• Melissa Castan, Exec member 
• Vacant, NZ Exec member 
• Simon Bronitt and Lesley Hitchens, 2020-2021 Presidents 
 

NJ thanked all the members that had nominated and/or renominated as Office Bearers. He 
congratulated everyone appointed or reappointed to their positions. He particularly noted the 
appointment of Kate Galloway as the new Deputy Chairperson. NJ automatically assumes the role of 
Immediate Past Chairperson, formerly occupied by Stephen Bottomley, and NJ was delighted to 
report that SB has agreed to stay on as a General Executive member.  

10. Honorary Life Membership nominations - David Barker 
DB called upon the new Chair, Natalie Skead, to speak to the proposed Honorary Life Membership 
for Nick James. NS noted that NJ had been a remarkable Chair of the Association during difficult 
times. He led the reimagination and reinvigoration of the Association and we now have a vibrant, 
energetic Association. Congratulations to Nick on his three years of service. 

Stephen Bottomley then spoke to the nomination, and noted that Nick had done an outstanding job 
refreshing the Association. 

MOTION: That NJ be an Honorary Life Member of the Association. Moved by NS, seconded by SB. 
Motion passed. 

11. ALAA Conference – Nick James 
The 2020 conference was to be held Sydney and hosted by University of Sydney and University of 
Technology Sydney. Planning was well underway for a conference that would focus on research and 
scholarship within the legal academy before it had to be cancelled due to COVID-19.  

NJ was delighted to confirm that both co-hosts have agreed to host the 2021 in Sydney.  

NJ reported on discussions by the ALAA executive to find a suitable alternative platform for ALAA 
members – especially early career academics - to present their work. ALAA will be organising an 
event later in the year in collaboration with the Centre for Professional Legal Education. More 
information will be provided as things progress over the next few weeks. 

12. Other business 
Outstanding matters 

Robin Woellner asked about the two items of other business from the previous year: the request of 
review of ranking of Law Journals, and the representation of Australia, ANZ and South Pacific on the 
Commonwealth legal education association.  
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The ranking of the Association’s journals ties in with the ranking of Journals as part of the CALD 
exercise which is underway and not yet finalised. ALAA is participating and seeking to ensure that 
the Association’s journals are recognised appropriately.  

David Barker reported regarding the Commonwealth Legal Education Association (CLEA). DB is the 
ad hoc Executive Committee Member/Regional Representative for Australia. The last Conference 
was held in Australia, and David attended the Conference and was re-elected as a representative. 
David has agreed to send out a newsletter and will keep everyone in ALAA informed.  

South Pacific report 

Jennifer Corrin reported on our South Pacific colleagues. ALAA has been in contact with the 
University of South Pacific and the University of Papua New Guinee to see if we can offer any 
assistance during this difficult time. Both of the Universities do not have Heads of School. There was 
some discussion regarding reaching out to the other Pacific Island Universities, for example, 
University of New Caledonia and University of French Polynesia.  

The meeting concluded at 1:40pm 
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