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In 2020 the ALAA conference will be jointly hosted by Sydney Law School and UTS Law.  The 
theme of the Conference has been chosen to enable exploration and celebration of legal 
scholarship and the role of the academic.   
 
Legal academics are not failed practitioners or wannabe sociologists. Law schools are not adjuncts to 
the profession. Legal teachers and researchers have made and continue to make significant 
contributions to the law, the legal profession, the community and society at large. This year’s ALAA 
conference will celebrate these contributions. We will explore the role of legal scholars and the legal 
academy in the 21st century; identify and commemorate the heroes of legal scholarship; examine ways 
to better define, measure and support legal research; celebrate innovation within Australasian law 
teaching and scholarship; and identify strategies for supporting academic wellness, professional 
development and career success. 

 
We invite you to submit a proposal for a paper or a proposal for a panel.   
 
Proposals for papers should: 

• include an abstract of no more than 250 words in length, 

• identify 3-5 keywords relating to the abstract, 

• identify the sub-theme within which you consider your proposal fits, 

• provide presenters’ names, institutional/organisational affiliation, and contact details, 
and 

• indicate any likely audio-visual requirements.   



 
Proposals for a panel should: 

• include an explanation of no more than 150 words of the theme of the panel and its 
rationale, 

• identify the members of the panel - the panel should comprise at least three members 
and no more than four members, and 

• include the information required for a proposal for a paper as outlined above for each 
panellist’s paper.  If an alternative format for the panel is proposed, please outline.  

 
The conference theme is a broad one, but sub-theme areas may include the following: 

• Why legal scholarship matters 

• The future of legal scholarship in a neoliberal higher education environment 

• Problematising Western hegemony in contemporary legal scholarship 

• Indigenous perspectives on legal scholarship 

• The relationship between legal scholarship and impact 

• The role of the law school in the 21st century 

• The relationship between scholarship and legal education and the tension between 
knowledge and skills 

• Legal scholars we admire and their influence 

• The contemporary relevance of the ‘great man’ approach to legal scholarship  
 
ALAA interest groups are encouraged to propose sub-themes relating to their interest group 
focus. 
 
Proposals must be submitted electronically: 

• to Heather.Nolan@uts.edu.au  

• with the subject heading “ALAA 2020 call for papers” 

• by 2nd March 2020.   
 
All proposals will be reviewed by a proposals sub-committee of the 2020 ALAA Conference 
Committee. 
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